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THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF LAMBTON 

Holy Communion 12.7.2020 

 

Processional Hymn TiS 204 

(Please stand if you are able) 

Come let us join our cheerful songs 

with angels round the throne; 

ten thousand thousand are their tongues, 

but all their joys are one. 

 

'Worthy the Lamb that died, ' they cry, 

'to be exalted thus'; 

'Worthy the Lamb, ' our lips reply, 

for he was slain for us. 

 

Jesus is worthy to receive 

honour and power divine; 

and blessings more than we can give, 

be, Lord, for ever thine. 

 

Let all creation join in one 

to bless the sacred name 

of him that sits upon the throne, 

and to adore the Lamb. 

 

Sentence 

 The words you have spoken are spirit and life, O Lord; you 
have the words of eternal life. 
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 John 6.63,68  

   The Priest greets the people. 

   

Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever. 

 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you,  

and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 Invitation to Confession 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one;  you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ Jesus 
said:  ‘This is the great and first commandment.  And a second 
is like it: you shall love your neighbour as yourself’. 

Silence may be kept 

 Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, confident in 
God's forgiveness. 

  

Merciful God, 

our maker and our judge, 

we have sinned against you 
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in thought, word, and deed, 

and in what we have failed to do: 

we have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 

we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 

Father, forgive us, 

Strengthen us to love and obey you 

in newness of life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.  

  

 Almighty God, 

who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 

pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 

strengthen you in all goodness 

and keep you in eternal life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

  

Lord, have mercy   

Christ, have mercy 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God's people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King,  
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almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.   Amen.  

 

The Collect 

Bountiful God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word: by your Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy, and to 
live according to it, that we may grow in faith and hope and 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.      
Amen. 

 

The Ministry of the Word 
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The Old Testament Reading  Genesis 25. 19-34    

…For the word of the Lord,   

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Psalm Reading   119. 105-112 

 

The New Testament Reading   Romans 8.1-11 

…For the word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Hymn TiS  439 

 

What shall we offer our good Lord, 

poor nothings, for his boundless grace? 

Fain would we his great name record 

and worthily set forth his praise. 

 

Great object of our growing love, 

to whom our more than all we owe, 

open the fountain from above, 

and let is our full souls o'erflow. 

 

So shall our lives thy power proclaim, 
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thy grace for every sinner free, 

till all the world shall learn thy name, 

shall all stretch out their hands to thee. 

 

Open a door which earth and hell 

may strive to shut, but strive in vain; 

let thy word richly in us dwell, 

and let our gracious fruit remain. 

 

O multiply the sower's seed! 

and fruit we every hour shall bear, 

throughout the world thy gospel spread, 

thy everlasting truth declare. 

 

Attrib. John Hatton ?- 1793   August Gottlieb Spangenberg 1704-92  tr. 
John Wesley 1703-91 

 

The Gospel Reading Matthew 13. 1-9 (10-17) 18-23 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ… 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Sermon Message for Pentecost 6   12/7/2020 
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Jesus said: "Let anyone with ears listen!" (Matthew 13:9) 

 

What's happening here? 

We have already heard Jesus say this, speaking up, calling to 
the crowds. 

"Listen!", he says. 

Now he begins to speak in parables. 

Illustrations from life. 

"Earthly stories with heavenly meanings." 

The disciples are puzzled 

Why parables? They sound like riddles. 

Jesus tells them there are secrets of the kingdom yet to be 
revealed. Some will listen, but not understand. Others will 
understand. 

 

Looking at the Setting. (Matthew 13:1-9) 

We are beside the Sea of Galilee. 

Jesus leaves the house and sits by the shore. 

Great crowds gather around him. 

He gets into a boat, while the crowd is standing on the beach. 

He begins to tell them many things, in parables. 

"Listen!", he says. 
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Reflection. 

The site by the Sea of Galilee is a popular place for pilgrims 
today. There is something real, authentic here. But what about 
the parable? 

 

The Parable of the Sower. (Matthew 13:3-9) 

Jesus has seen a farmer sowing seed. 

The farmer scatters the seed by hand. 

No machinery. No tractor. 

Some seed falls on the hard footpath. 

Birds come come and eat the seed. 

Some seed falls on rocky ground. 

There is little soil.  

The seed sprouts quickly, but there is no depth of soil, no root; 

and as the hot sun scorches the plant, it withers. 

Some seed falls among thorns. 

And the thorns choke the seed. 

Some seed falls on good soil, producing a plentiful crop. 

Some hundred times over, sixty times over, thirty times over. 

Jesus said: "Let anyone with ears listen!" (v9) 

 

Reflection. 

The vast crowd was left to think about this. No explanation. No 
application. They were listening, but were they able to 
understand?  
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The disciples wanted to know what the parable meant. So do 
we. 

 

Jesus Explains the Parable of the Sower. (Matthew 13:18-
23) 

The seed, he says, is "the word of the kingdom." 

                    For us the word is the "Good News" of Jesus; 

                    his cross and resurrection:  

                    his dealing with sin and death, 

                    bringing forgiveness, and eternal life. 

                    Costly love. What a Saviour! 

 

The different soils, he says, are the different human responses 
to the message. 

1. Path: This is someone who is as hard as thick concrete. 
The word cannot penetrate below the surface. The message 
falls on deaf ears. The evil one, bird like, swoops down and 
snatches away the seed of the word. Pray the Spirit to soften 
hardened hearts. 

2. Rocky ground: This is someone who on hearing the word, 
immediately receives it with joy and delight. Yet the 
enthusiasm is short lived. It's temporary. Without deep roots 
the plant withers when trouble strikes, or "persecution arises 
on account of the word." They fall away. Pray the Spirit to 
grant a faith with solid depth, deep roots, and a will to 
persevere. 

3. Thorns: This is someone where the word is heard, but the 
"cares of the world" and the "lure of wealth" choke the word: 
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worries, distractions, attractions, competing loyalties. Potential 
is lost, and "it yields nothing." Pray the Spirit to untangle those 
caught up in the cares of the world, giving them a new will to 
focus, to give priority to the word, made flesh in Jesus. 

4. Good soil: This is someone who hears the word, and it falls 
into the rich, fertile soil of an accepting heart and mind. There 
is understanding, faith and trust. An abundant fruit is produced, 
yielding a hundred times over, sixty times over, thirty times 
over. The word is reproduced many times over as more people 
come to faith from this one person, this good soil. Pray the 
Spirit to work such growth in our lives. 

 

Reflection. 

We are left to consider a challenge to mission: that our lives 
not only be fertile soil for the seed of the word, to grow, in us, 
but that by bearing an abundant fruit, more and more people 
will be brought to faith in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Rev'd Paul Robertson 
Locum at Lambton 

 

After the Sermon there may be a time of quiet reflection. 

 

Let us together affirm the faith of the Church. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
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the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge 

the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son  
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is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

The Prayers of the People 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ has promised that you 
will hear us when we ask in faith:  receive the prayers we offer. 

For the nations: Merciful God, 

the cry of your people continues, as so many throughout the 
world are adversely affected by the coronavirus pandemic; 

help the leaders of the nations to act wisely, and responsibly, 
to confront and limit the spread of the virus; 

protect the citizens of Melbourne in the renewed lockdown, 
and all the people of Victoria, that they be kept safe. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For the Church: Merciful God, 

strengthen your church, and empower Christians everywhere 
to live and proclaim your "Good News"; 

within the Anglican Communion, enable the Anglican Diocese 
of Newcastle to commend your message of love, joy, justice 
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and peace, remembering Peter, Sonia, and Charlie our 
Bishops, Arthur our Archdeacon, and Paul our Locum. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer. 

 

For the community: Merciful God, 

with the closure of the NSW/Victoria border, we ask for a spirit 
of understanding in those local communities affected, 
especially at checkpoints, as the public interact with police and 
members of the armed forces; 

give guidance to welfare agencies and charities, as they 
support those looking for work, or needing help; 

help us all to be responsible during the pandemic, as we 
interact with those around us, guarding against infecting, or 
being infected, by those we meet. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

For those in need: Merciful God, 

as the virus takes an even greater toll worldwide, we lift before 
you all those who are sick, the dying, the bereaved, the lonely, 
the anxious and the fearful; 

grant a healing, confidence, and calm, in the face of such a 
great challenge; 

enable health workers, doctors, nurses and testers, and those 
on the front line, to give care in a spirit of compassion and 
loving service; 
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empower scientists in their research into treating the virus, and 
finding a vaccine; 

bring relief to those families suffering from the effects of the 
lockdown, the isolated, the unemployed, and businesses 
forced to close; 

bring healing to those known to us who are in any kind of 
need. 

Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Thanksgiving for the faithful departed: Merciful God, 

we give thanks for the life and work of Pat, praising you for all 
your servants whose lives have honoured Christ. Encourage 
us by their example, so that we may run with perseverance the 
race that lies before us, and share with them the fullness of joy 
in your kingdom. 

 

 Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught 
us to pray, 

        Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against 
us. 

Save us from the time of trial  
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and deliver us from evil. 

For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 
and forever.  Amen 

 

Jesus said:  A new commandment I give to you, that you love 
one another, even as I have loved you. John 13.34 

Let us pray. 

We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold 
and great mercies. 

We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 
under your table. 

But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have 
mercy. 

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of 
your dear Son Jesus Christ, 

and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us.  Amen. 

 Greeting of Peace 

 We are the body of Christ. 

 His Spirit is with us. 

  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Offertory Hymn  TiS 430 
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 A thanksgiving offertory collection is received for the work of the Church.   

Your words to me are life and health; 

pour strength into my soul; 

enable, guide, and teach my heart 

to reach its perfect goal. 

 

Your words to me are light and truth; 

from day to day they show 

their wisdom, passing human thought, 

as in their truth I grow. 

 

Your words to me are full of joy 

of beauty, peace, and grace; 

from them I learn your blessed will, 

through them I see your face. 

 

Your words are perfected in One, 

yourself, the living Word; 

within my heart your image print 

in clearest lines, O Lord. 

English traditional melody coll. Lucy Broadwood 1858-1929  harm. and arr. 
Ralph Vaughan Williams 1872-1958 

George Currie Martin 1865-1937 alt. 
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 Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. 

Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 

Accept and use our offerings for your glory 

And for the service of your kingdom. 

Blessed be God for ever!   

  

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

  

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty Creator, everliving God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 

and lived as one of us. 

By his death on the cross 

and rising to new life, 

he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 



18 

 

and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

And with all the company of heaven, 

We proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and saying:   

  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the  name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest.      

  

 Merciful God, we thank you for these gifts of your  

creation, 

this bread and wine, 

and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit, 

we who eat and drink them 

may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood. 

On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread; 

and when he had given you thanks 

he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 

‘Take, eat.  This is my body given for you. 

Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
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After supper, he took the cup, 

and again giving you thanks he gave it to his disciples, saying, 

Drink from this, all of you. 

This is my blood of the new covenant 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

  

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

  

Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded: 

proclaiming his offering of himself  

made once for all upon the cross, 

his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming again, 

we celebrate, with this bread and this cup, 

his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice 

for the sins of the whole world. 

  

Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 

unite us in the body of your Son, 

and bring us with all your people 
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into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

with whom, and in whom, 

in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we worship you,  

Father, in songs of never-ending praise:    

  

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

are yours for ever and ever.  Amen.   

  

The Breaking of the Bread and the  

Communion 

  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

We who are many are one body, 

For we all share in the one bread.   

  

Agnus Dei 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 

Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of 
Christ in remembrance that he died for us, and feed on him in 
our hearts by faith with thanksgiving.  

After Administration of the bread has been completed we say 
together. 
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‘The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

which was shed for us, preserve my body and soul 

to everlasting life. 

We drink this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was 
shed for us and are thankful.’ 

 

Reflection Hymn TiS 427 

Lord, your word abiding, and our footsteps guiding 

gives us joy for ever, binds us all together. 

 

Who can tell the pleasure, who recount the treasure, 

by your word imparted to the simple-hearted? 

 

Word of mercy, giving nourishment for living: 

word of life, supplying comfort for the dying. 

 

O that we, discerning its most holy learning, 

Lord, may love and fear you, evermore be near you. 

Melody by William Henry Monk 1823-89 abridged from 'Ave Hierarchia' in 
Michael Weisse's 'Ein neu Gesengbüchlen', Behmen, 1531       Henry 
Williams Baker 1821-77 alt. 

Prayer after Communion  

  

Father of all 
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we give you thanks and praise 

that when we were still far off 

you met us in your Son and brought us home. 

Dying and living, he declared your love, 

gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

May we who share Christ's body live his risen life; 

we who drink his cup bring life to others; 

we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 

 

Father, 

we offer ourselves to you 

as a living sacrifice 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Send us out in the power of your Spirit 

to live and work to your praise and glory. 

 

Notices 

The Blessing 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  
Amen. 
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 Recessional Hymn TiS 531 

 

Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith 
confessing, 

the people of God from his table take leave. 

The supper is ended: may now be extended 

the fruits of his service in all who believe. 

The seed of his teaching, our hungry souls 
reaching, 

shall blossom in action for all humankind. 

His grace shall incite us, his love shall unite us 

to work for his kingdom, his purpose to find. 

 

With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living 

the tasks of our everyday life we will face, 

our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

embracing as neighbours all those of each race. 

One feast that has fed us, one light that has led 
us, 

unite us as one in his life that we share. 

Then may all the living, with praise and 
thanksgiving, 

give honour to Christ and his name that we bear. 
Welsh traditional melody (L.F.B) Omer Westendorf 1916- alt. 
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen 

 

CCLI Licence No. 89587 for the Anglican Parish of Lambton. 

  


